PAGE  
2

Mining the Riches of God’s Word

God’s Treasures of Wisdom: Colossians 1
[image: image1.jpg]BIBLICAL
COUNSELING
COALITION

Promoting Personal Change Centered on the Person of Christ

through the Personal Ministry of the Word ~— —Ephesians 4:15





Robert W. Kellemen, Th.M., Ph.D.

Executive Director, Biblical Counseling Coalition
www.biblicalcounselingcoalition.org, bob.kellemen@biblicalcc.org 

Promoting Personal Change Centered on the Person of Christ
Through the Personal Ministry of the Word 

© 2014
Presentation Focus

“Where do we find wisdom for life in a broken world?” 
Of course, we all would agree on a two-word answer: “God’s Word.” 
But how do we view and use God’s Word in biblical counseling richly, robustly, and relevantly? 

In this session, we’ll discover that our imaginations must become captive to Scripture so that 
the Bible’s redemptive narrative becomes the governing framework for how we speak truth in love. 
We’ll learn that our role is to help one another 
to see our life stories in light of the story of Christ’s gospel of grace.
Mining the Riches of God’s Word: God’s Treasures of Wisdom—Colossians 1
· Ashley’s Story, Nate’s Questions, and Your Responses…
· Ashley’s Story…

· Nate’s Question: “Pastor Bob, can you help? Does the Bible offer any hope for my wife?”
· Our Responses…

· How we respond to Ashley’s soul struggles and Nate’s life questions depends on how we answer two other foundational questions: 
1. Where do we find wisdom for life in a broken world?

2. How do we view and use God’s Word for the personal ministry of the Word?
I.
You Can Handle the Truth

A.
Three Ways the Church Often Responds to Folks Like Ashley and Nate


1.
______________


2.
___________________


3.
________________________
· Why do you think we follow these shallow approaches?


B.
A Fourth Way: The ______________ ____________________ Way
· In 8 words or less, what is your current best attempt to capture the Bible’s central message? 
· The Bible As…
1. The ______________ of ________________________
2. A _____________ and a _____________
3. Slay the _________________; Marry the ___________________


4.
Paul’s Answer: ______________________________________________!

· A Tweet to Remember: To view the Bible confidently and use the Bible competently 
we must understand the Bible’s story the way God tells it—as a __________________________. 

II.
Looking for Answers in All the Wrong Places


A.
The Colossians and Us: “Dear Brother Paul”



1.
God’s Word: Relational and Relevant: Col. 1:28-22



2.
God’s Word: Rich and Robust: Col. 1:27-2:3

· What would it look like to develop an approach to the personal ministry of the Word built solely upon Christ’s gospel of grace?
III.
 The Gospel for Real Life: Heaven Invading Earth

· What Story Motivates Us: “What is the best news you can imagine? What is your reason for getting up in the morning? What is so significant that you will build your whole life around it?” (Paul Tripp)
· Christ’s Story and People’s Story…

· Dr. Lawlor’s Story: CFR
· Paul’s Story: CCFRCC—The Good News as the Epi-Center of the Good Book
· Prologue: Community—Before the Beginning/Eternity Past
· Act I: Creation—In the Beginning

· Act II: Fall: The End of the Beginning

· Act III: Redemption—Eternity Invades Time

· Act IV: Church—In the Fullness of Time

· Epilogue: Consummation—After the End/Eternity Future

A.
Community: Listen to the Creator of Life for Wisdom for Living

· Where does our counseling model ______________?

· What comes into our mind when we think about _________? Whose view of God will we believe—________________________________?
· What does ___________ look like? From whom do we learn how to live and how to love?

B.
Creation: The Way Things Were Meant to Be

· Our understanding of people must start with ______________/________________ not with the ________/____________________.
· Who am I? _______________ are we? In what story do we find ourselves?
· What does it look like to live a ____________ life in a _______________ world?

C.
Fall: Not the Way Things Are Supposed to Be

· To whose ________________ will we submit our hearts and minds?
· What’s the _______________ source of our problem? What went wrong?

D.
Redemption: Experiencing Abundant Life Today and Eternal Life Forever

· Remembering the victory narrative…
· How do people change?
· How does __________ bring us _________ with God? How does _________ change people?

E.
Church: Love Poised Between Faith and Hope

· Sanctification is a Christ-centered ___________________________________.
· Where do we find a place to ____________________________________________?

F.
Consummation: The War Is Won; The Bride Is Wed

· We need biblical imagination to see life today in light of Christ’ ______________ and the Bride’s _______________!
· How does our ___________________________ with Christ make a difference in our _______________________ as saints who struggle against suffering and sin?
· The CCFRCC and Sanctification (The Goal of Biblical Counseling) 

PDQs: Prompting Discussion Questions
1. How can the grand redemptive narrative of the Bible (CCFRCC) impact your biblical counseling ministry? How could it shape your view of the Bible and your use of the Bible in counseling?

2. How would this big picture understanding of the movement of God’s Word shape how you moved into Ashley and Nate’s lives? 
Where We’ve Been and Where We’re Headed…
· Where We’ve Been: A Summary to Ponder…
· Where We’re Headed: Questions to Ponder…
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