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Wisdom for Life in a Broken World
Our Treasure Hunt for Wisdom: Colossians 2
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In this session, we continue probing the question, “Where do we find wisdom for life in a broken world?” And we take that question a step further. “What about other systems of change? How does our view of God’s Word impact our view of the world’s understanding of people, problems, and solutions?”

We might imagine that we are the first generation of Christians to have to sift through complex questions like these, but that’s not true. From Colossians 2, we’ll learn three primary lessons:
1) The supremacy of Christ’s gospel, the sufficiency of Christ’s wisdom, and the superiority of Christ’s Church provide the wisdom we need for counseling in a broken world.
2) We discover wisdom for how to live in a broken world from the wisest person who ever lived—Christ!
3) The Church does not have to take a back seat to anyone in ministering to folks like Ashley and Nate.
Wisdom for Life in a Broken World: Our Treasure Hunt for Wisdom—Colossians 2
· Revisiting Ashley’s Story
· More About Ashley…
· The Question: Imagine that Ashley and Nate came to their second meeting with you and said, “Our Uncle, who is a pastor, said, ‘It’s great that you’re going to your church for help. But you also should see a Christian psychologist who is an expert in post-traumatic stress. Someone like that will give you the best of both worlds, as they merge their biblical thinking about your issues with a psychological understanding of the depths of your issues. You certainly don’t want Bible-only counseling.’” 
· Your Response: What would be going through your mind? How could you sensitively and lovingly respond to Ashley and Nate? Where would you turn for answers to Ashley and Nate’s question?
· A Follow-Up Question: Did Christians have to face questions like this before the advent of modern secular psychology? 
· My Premise: Then and Now… 

I.
A Shepherd’s Concern for His Sheep
· The Issues the Colossians Were Facing
· Paul, His Sheep, and the Great Shepherd


A.
Ancient Philosophy Equals Modern Psychology

1.
Paul’s Caution in Context

· “Philosophy”

· A Tweet to Remember: Clearly ancient philosophy and modern psychology cover the same terrain.
· Expert Talkers and Syncretism 

· A Tweet to Remember: First century counselors used talk therapy to teach how to live the good life out of a good heart for the good of society.

B.
Beware!: Colossians 2:4, 8



1.
“Fine-Sounding Reasonings”


2.
Beware: Don’t Be Caught Off Guard


3.
Don’t Be Taken Captive



4.
Hollow and Deceptive Philosophy



5.
Human Tradition/Basic Principles of the World

· Summary…

· PDQ: How does Paul’s caution in historical and biblical context shape our conversations with those who suggest that it is biblical to blend a secular and a scriptural view of people, problems, and solutions?
II. The Supremacy of Christ and the Sufficiency of Christ’s Gospel of Grace

· Paul’s Counseling Model (A Little Longer Than a Tweet): Christ embodies all-sufficient wisdom to live the good life (life abundant and eternal) out of a good heart (a renewed heart) for the good of society (loving God and others) for the glory of God.

A.
The Wisest Person Who Ever Lived: Colossians 2:2-3

· The Truly Purpose-Driven Church…

· A Tweet to Remember: Strangely, we seem prepared to learn how to live from almost anyone but Christ—Colossians 2:1-9

B.
Jesus Knows People: John 2-4


C.
Impact the Babylonians, Don’t Spoil the Egyptians



1.
Biblical Wisdom

· A Tweet to Remember: God has given us in His Son, His Word, His Spirit, and His Church all things we need to live sanely in this insane world in light of the world to come.
· A Tweet to Remember: God has given us in His Son, His Word, His Spirit, and His Church all we need to move toward spiritual, relational, mental, behavioral, and emotional healing and health.




2.
“Fine Just for ‘Spiritual Matters’?”: Colossians 1:18; 2:3, 6, 23; 3:8, 18-19


3.
Spoiling the Egyptians: Exodus 3:22; 12:36



4.
Impacting the Babylonians: Colossians 4:3-6

· PDQ: How does God powerfully use His Church, when, instead of trying to “blend worldly wisdom with Christ’s wisdom,” we demonstrate the robust, rich, relational, relevant wisdom of God’s Word for daily living?
III. Don’t Take a Back Seat to Anyone!


A.
The Superiority of the Body of Christ: Colossians 2:16-20; 3:1-14 with 3:15-16

· The Church and the Bowen Center


1.
The Colossian’s Church Community and “Other Competing Communities”



2.
The Colossian’s Call to Be a One-Another Community: Colossians 3:15-16

B.
The Résumé of the People of God

· A Definition of Biblical Counseling that Encompasses All of Life: Christ-centered, church-based, comprehensive, compassionate, and culturally-informed biblical counseling depends upon the Holy Spirit to relate God’s Word to suffering and sin by speaking and living God’s truth in love to equip people to love God and one another (Matthew 22:35-40). It cultivates conformity to Christ (the whole person becoming whole in Christ—our inner life increasingly reflecting the inner life of Christ) and communion with Christ and the Body of Christ leading to a community of one-another disciple-makers (Matthew 28:18-20). 

· An Ephesians 4:11-16 Tweet to Remember: Christ’s grand plan for His Church is for every member to be a disciple-maker by speaking and living gospel truth to one another in love.
PDQs: Prompting Discussion Questions
· Imagine you are talking with Ashley’s uncle, the pastor. In light of Colossians 2, how could you have a loving (see Colossians 4:3-6) conversation with him where you addressed his concerns about his niece?
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