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Session Abstract

Imagine that you’re forwarding your résumé to the Divine Counselor. What items would you highlight to demonstrate your qualifications to be a counselor—professional, pastoral, or lay? This session proposes, develops, and illustrates a four-dimensional counselor training model that integrates character (heart/being), content (head/knowing), competence (hands/doing), and community (home/connecting).
Session Learning Objectives
Upon successful completion of The Résumé of a Christian Counselor, the participants will be able to:

· Use the biblical text to develop a comprehensive model for training professional, pastoral, and lay counselors/spiritual friends.
· Develop a four-dimensional training program for equipping Christian counselors for professional, pastoral, and lay counseling/spiritual friendship.
· Assess the strengths and weaknesses of various counselor training models.   

Session Follow-Up

· Feel free to contact the presenters at: dbond@bible.edu, cboucher@bible.edu, sellis@bible.edu, and bkellemen@bible.edu.
· For free downloads of today’s session handout and Power Point presentation, please visit: www.rpmbooks.org under free resources.
The Résumé of a Christian Counselor:

A Four-Dimensional Model of Cross-Based Counselor Preparation

· Sharing Your Story:

1.
Imagine that you’re forwarding your résumé to the Divine Counselor. What items 
would you highlight to demonstrate your qualifications to be a counselor—
professional, pastoral, or lay?
2.
In your experience, what qualities and characteristics seem to be missing in the lives 
and ministries of lay, pastoral, and professional counselors? What could be done in 
counselor preparation to remedy these missing qualities? 
· Introduction: The Apostle Paul and the Ordinary, Average Christian in Rome—Romans 15:14


1.
_______________________: 
“Full of Goodness”

2.
_______________________: 
“Complete in Knowledge”

3.
_______________________: 
“Competent to Instruct One Another”

4.
_______________________: 
“Brothers”/“One Another”
· Convinced: Pepeismai—Inwardly Certain Due to External Evidence

I.
Character: Loving Like Jesus—Reflecting Christ (Heart/Being) 

· “Full of Goodness”


A.
“Goodness”: Agathos—Galatians 5:22-23



1.
Goodness in the Bible: God’s and Ours


2.
Goodness in Our Lives and Ministries:




a.
Goodness Equals _______________________: Active, Compassionate, 





Grace-Relationships




b.
Goodness Equals _______________ Revealing Itself in ________________ 




Relationships



c.
Summary:

· The powerful spiritual friend reflects the Ultimate __________________ _______________—____________ 

B.
“Full”: 


1.
Overflowing:


2.
Summary:

· The person who is good at relating to ____________ will be good at relating to _____________!”
· Competence without character is like one ____________ practicing cosmetic surgery on another _______________. 

C.
Narratives of Character Development: 

D.
Narratives of Equipping in Character Development

II.
Content/Conviction: Thinking Like Jesus—Renewed in Christ 
(Head/Knowing)
· “Complete in Knowledge:” 
· Love God with our ___________________ 

A.
“Complete”:

· Claims our entire _____________________
· We are captured by ___________________

B.
“Knowledge”: Gnoseos 


1.
Information + Application = _______________________


2.
Insight for relating God’s _____________ to human ______________________ 

· Philippians 1:9-11—Truth and Love Must ________________

· Signs 
· Christian counselors read the signs because they read the ________________

· Christian counselors are convinced that God’s Word is ________________ for wisdom about _____________, _____________, and ________________

C.
Narratives of Content/Conviction Development


D.
Equipping in Content/Conviction Development
III. Competence: Serving Like Jesus—Reproducing Christ (Hands/Doing)
· “Competent to Instruct One Another”


A.
“Competent”: Dunamenoi


1.
Power to _______________ a _____________



2.
Ability: _____________, ______________, _______________


B.
“Instruction” by Spiritual Direction: Noutheteo—Colossians 1


1.
Mind _______________ Leading to Relational _________________


2.
The ________________ Ministry of the Word

C.
“Instruction” by Soul Care: Parakaleo—2 Corinthians 1


1.
Competent to ________________


2.
Come Along Side to _______________



3.
Holy Spirit: ____________________

D.
Narratives of Competence Development


E.
Equipping in Competence Development
IV.  Community: Connecting in Jesus—Related in Christ (Home/Connecting)
· “Brothers”/“One Another”

A.
_____________________ Communities 

B.
One ________________ Context:


1.
Romans 12


2.
Romans 13


3.
Romans 14-15


4.
Romans 16 

C.
Community


1.
Linda and Debbie


2.
Scott and Bob

D.
Narratives of Community Development


E.
Equipping in Community Development
Sharing and Growing Together
1.
How do you develop each of the 4Cs in your life?

a.
Character


b.
Content/Conviction


c.
Competence


d.
Community

2.
How do you develop each of the 4Cs in your equipping of others? 


a.
Character


b.
Content/Conviction


c.
Competence


d.
Community
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Passion

“Equipping Christlike Disciple-Makers for Relational Ministry to the Body of Christ.”

Vision

It is our passion to equip a generation of Christlike disciple-makers who are

full of goodness (godly character), complete in knowledge (biblical content/conviction),

and competent to multiply ministers (ministry competence)

within the context of the Body of Christ (relational community).

Scriptural Foundation

“I myself am convinced, brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, complete in knowledge, 

and competent to disciple one another” (Romans 15:14).

“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.  

Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood” (Acts 20:28).

“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, 

and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, 

so that the body of Christ may be built up” (Ephesians 4:11-12).

“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses 

entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others” (2 Timothy 2:2).

“For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 

through the laying on of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, 

but a spirit of power, of love, and of wisdom” (2 Timothy 1:6-7).

“We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God,

but our own souls as well, because you had become so dear to us” (1 Thessalonians 2:8).

Educational Values 

We commit to remain on the cutting edge of theological education by following 

Christ’s disciple-making model of intentionally educating the whole person: 

the heart (character/being), the head (content/knowing), and the hands (competence/doing), 

in the context of God’s home community/connecting).
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1.  
Enriching the Heart to Manifest Godly Love: Character/Heart/Being


Love: Spiritual Goal—Equipped to Be (“Full of Goodness”)

· Character: Christlike Love

· A Soft Heart for Godliness: Spiritual Fruitfulness

· Spiritual Formation: Spiritual Maturity through Intimacy with Christ 

Since personal maturity is the foundation for powerful spiritual ministry, Christlike disciple-makers must be enriched to be “full of goodness”—to love more like Jesus (reflecting Christ).

2.
Educating the Head to Understand God’s Truth: Content/Head/Knowing


Truth: Educational Goal—Equipped to Know (“Complete in Knowledge”)

· Content/Conviction: Christlike Thinking

· A Sharp Mind for Biblical Truth: Biblical Wisdom

· Spiritual Foundation: Biblical Mission of Changing Lives with Christ’s Changeless Truth

Since powerful ministry requires biblical wisdom, Christlike disciple-makers must be educated to know God’s Word deeply (“complete in knowledge”)—to think more like Jesus (renewed in Christ).

3.  
Empowering the Hands to Serve God’s People: Competence/Hands/Doing

Service: Ministry Goal—Equipped to Do (“Competent to Disciple”)

· Competence: Christlike Ministry

· Serving Hands That Impact Lives: Relational Skillfulness

· Spiritual Friendship: Personal Ministry by Relating God’s Truth to Human Relationships

Since relational ministry requires relating Christ’s grace to human hurts, Christlike disciple-makers must be empowered to skillfully do (“competent to instruct”)—to serve more like Jesus (reproducing Christ).        

4.  
Equipping God’s House to Become a Home: Community/Home/Connecting


Community: Relational Goal—Equipped to Connect (“Brothers”)

· Community/Connecting: Christlike Relationships

· A Sensitive Home That Connects People: Biblical Community

· Spiritual Fellowship: Relational Maturity through Intimacy with Christians

Since effective ministry requires Christian community, Christlike disciple-makers must be equipped to encourage the Christian community to meaningfully address the needs of people in the great tradition of soul care and spiritual direction where discipleship, counseling, and Christian community are united (“brothers”)—to build community in Jesus (reconnected through Christ). 

Graduate Interview Questionnaire

Section One: Evaluation of Your Equipping
· Please rate the effectiveness of your equipping.

· 0 = Not Applicable     1 = Poor     2 = Fair     3 = Average     4 = Good     5 = Excellent
· Please circle your rating.











Comments

1.
Character: Contribution of my training

0  1  2  3  4  5  __________________________________

to my relationship with Christ. 



______________________________________________

2.
Character: Contribution of my training

0  1  2  3  4  5  __________________________________

to my spiritual growth in Christlikeness.

______________________________________________
3.
Content: Contribution of my training
to

0  1  2  3  4  5  __________________________________

my biblical/theological understanding.

______________________________________________

4.
Content: Contribution of my training


0  1  2  3  4  5  __________________________________

to my counseling/discipleship insight.

______________________________________________

5.
Competence: Contribution of my training
0  1  2  3  4  5  __________________________________

to my counseling and discipleship skills.

______________________________________________

6.
Competence: Contribution of my training
0  1  2  3  4  5  __________________________________


to my confidence level for ministry.


______________________________________________

7.
Community: Contribution of my training 
0  1  2  3  4  5  __________________________________

to my connection with others.




______________________________________________

8.
Community: Contribution of my training 
0  1  2  3  4  5  __________________________________

to my relationships with my fellow


______________________________________________
students and trainers.
Section Two: Discussion of Your Equipping
1.
What have you appreciated about your equipping experience? 
2.
What suggestions could you make that would enhance the equipping experience? 

3.
How did your equipping measure up to your original expectations?

4.
How would you like to use your equipping experience now?

5.
What else would you like for us to know about your equipping experience?

Signature ________________________________________________________

Date _________________________________
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